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EUROPEAN NEIGHBOURHOOD 
TWINNING NEWS 11
Twinning: Application of new per diem rates as from 07 July 2008
We would like to confirm the most recent adjustment of the maximum per diem rates paid to experts on mission undertaken in the course of an EC funded contract as published by Directorate General AIDCO on 07 July 2008 at the following website address:  http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/work/procedures/implementation/common_documents/per_diems/perdiem_07_2007.pdf.  These new maximum rates are valid for missions undertaken as from 07 July 2008 as explained below.
Please find attached for your easy reference the list with the adjusted rates specifically compiled for all Neighbouring countries in the South and in the East which may be beneficiaries of Twinning assistance.
It should be noted that the specific per dime rates as published by AIDCO represent a maximum amount. Lower per diem fees may be applied, in particular for activities outside major cities.

As you will read, the updated per diem rates reaches 301€ for Ukraine. If this rate would be applied without any further guidelines, one might anticipate that it may have adverse consequences on the amount of assistance that Member State experts could provide to the Ukrainian public administration, since amounts initially intended for project activities might instead be absorbed by the payment of high per diem fees. Bearing in mind that the published AIDCO per diem rates represent an indicative ceiling, we therefore suggest to maintain this ceiling to 230€.

The new per diem rates apply to all missions undertaken by short and medium term Member State experts including the Project leader for all Twinning contracts as from 07 July 2007. 

The common Twinning manual (entered into effect on 15 June 2005 and 1st September 2007) clearly provide under the same section 5.6.2 that the date of the mission determines the rate applicable and the relevant provision even clarifies that the rate can therefore vary over the lifetime of a Twinning project. 


Please remember that the subsistence allowance of Resident Twinning Advisors mentioned in twinning covenants/contracts notified after 1 January 2004 should not at this stage be affected by the update of the AIDCO per diem rates. Indeed the common Twinning manuals (entered into effect on 15 June 2005 and 1st September 2007) provide in their already mentioned section 5.6.2 that the applicable rate of the subsistence allowance is fixed at the time of the signature of the Twinning contract for its entire duration. It is not subject to revision during the lifetime of the project.
Please note that for Twinning contracts which haven't been yet approved by Headquarters and for which there is no tight deadline of contracting, we suggest to modify the budget according to the new per diems (when the per diems have decreased it is obligatory, when the per diems have increased it is an indicative ceiling).
For those Twinning contracts which are in the process of being signed, the change of per diems should be visible in the budget after the signature of the Twinning contract and notified in the financial report submitted by Twinning partners.


	SOUTH
	Previous per diem rate in €
	New per diem rate in € as of 07/07/2008

	Egypt
	130
	162

	Jordan
	165
	185

	Lebanon
	155
	145

	Morocco
	124
	144

	Tunisia
	121
	117


	EAST
	Previous per diem rate in €
	New per diem rate in € as of 07/07/2008

	Azerbaijan
	187
	175

	Moldova
	123
	134

	Ukraine
	208
	230 (instead of 301)
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